AB* I83         A.D.C. to the Lord-Lieutenant        [1788
Which goes to show that Arthur was somewhat brighter
than popularly supposed. It is interesting, too, to note that
attention to detail, one of his outstanding characteristics to
which he largely attributed his success in life, showed itself
in the first recorded incident in his military career. But his
feet were set upon the right path, even though as yet he
hardly realized it; he had found a niche at last, and meant
to wedge himself firmly into it.
His next step forward was a lieutenancy in the y6th Regi-
ment, where he remained less than a month, exchanging into
the 4ist on January 2nd, 1788. For his mother and brother
Richard had been doing a little * wire pulling', and instead
of sailing for India, for which the y6th was destined, Arthur
Wesley was placed upon the staff of the Marquess of Buck-
ingham,* the new Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland; an appoint-
ment which drew from Richard a letter of gratitude and
appreciation.
You may well believe [he wrote Lord Buckingham] with what pleasure
I received your appointment of my brother to a place in your -family,
not only as being a most kind mark of your regard for me, but as the
greatest advantage to him. I am persuaded that under your eye he will
not be exposed to any of those risks which in other times have accom-
panied the situation he will hold. I can assure you sincerely that he has
every disposition which can render so young a boy deserving of your
notice; and if he does not engage your protection by his conduct, I am
much mistaken in his character.1
So Arthur betook himself to Ireland, " where during the
next two years his military education proceeded in the salon
of Lady Buckingham and in the hunting field of his Excel-
lency".2
On his way thither, he broke his journey at his grand-
mother's in North Wales, and on Sunday, January iyth, he
1 Quoted ly Torrent, p. 68.                               2 Ibid., p. 69.
* Grenville, George Nugent Temple, ist Marquess of Buckingham,
1753-1813. Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 1782-3, and again in 1787-9.